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The Breat Text Commentary.
THE GREAT TEXTS OF ST. MATTHEW.

MATT. v. 48.

&dquo;1’e therefore shall be perfect, as your heavenly
Father is perfect &dquo; (R. V. ).

EXPOSITION.

&dquo;Ye.&dquo; There is in the original an emphasis on
&dquo;ye&dquo;; ye, in distinction from tax-gatherers and
Clentiles.-MoRISON.

&dquo;Therefore&dquo; draws a deduction from verses

44-47, where the emphatic &dquo;ye&dquo; forms the sublime
antithesis to the last - mentioned publicans and
heathens.-1VIEYER.

&dquo;Ye shall be.&dquo; The verb is future indicative,
not imperative. But this future has an imperative
force, a use of the future which is in accordance

with the Hebrew idiom.-C:~l;t;.
It is the future for the imperative, as in the

Decalogue : ’rhou shalt not kill.&horbar;WEBSTER AND

~VILIVINSON.

&dquo;Perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.&dquo; 
I

St. Luke (vi. 36) gives merciful, and it is probable
that the two words have the same meaning. The

language seems to relate chiefly, if not solely, to
the perfection of Divine love (ver. 45), enforcing
the command of verse 44 ; and the comparison of
man to God can hardly be carried back to the
verses before this. The meaning, therefore, is,
Let your love be perfect, embracing enemies as
well as friends, as the love of God is manifested
to the evil as well as to the good.&horbar;MANSEL.

Still, the highest virtue includes all the rest,
since God is love. We may then accept the
correctness of the ordinary view, which understood
the verse as setting up our heavenly Father as the
ultimate standard of all our morality and holiness.
-SCHAFF.
The idea of perfection implied in the word is

that of the attainment of the end or ideal complete-
ness of our being. In us that attainment implies
growth, and the word is used of men of full age as
contrasted with infants (I i Cor. ii. 6 ; Heb. v.

14). In God the perfection is not something
attained, but exists eternally; but we draw near to

it and become partakers of the Divine nature when
we love as He loves-

&dquo; Earthly power doth then show likest God’s
When mercy seasons justice.&dquo; 

&dquo;

- PLUlBIPTRE.

No countenance is given by this verse to the
ancient Pelagian or the modern heresy of perfecti-
bility in this life. Such a sense of the words
would be utterly at variance with the whole of the
discourse. See especially verses 22, 29) 32, in
which the imperfections and conflicts of the
Christian are fully recognised.--AI.FORD.

METHODS OF TREATMENT.

I.

PERFECTION IN LOVE.

By the Rw. Robert Vaugltall.

i. Our Lord here demands perfection-moral
perfection. He affirms that man ought to be

righteous as God, in the same sense, and with
the same perfectness. And He certainly had no
inferior conception of the moral glory of the
Father.

2. The perfection which our Lord here calls for
is, however, of a particular kind-perfection of

heart, or love. He had just referred to a precept
that had been handed down from old time, &dquo; Thou
shalt love thy neighbour (i.e. thy friend) and hate
thine enemy;&dquo; 

&dquo; and in opposition to this He had

declared, &dquo;I say unto you, Love your enemies.&dquo;
And this, He says, do, &dquo; that ye may be the children
of your Father which is in heaven; for He maketh
His sun to rise on the evil and on the good.&dquo; As
love wholly fills and rules the Divine life, so ought
love to wholly fill and rule our life.

3. This perfection of love consists not in its
measure but in its quality. A perfect sphere may
be found in the tiniest drop of rain, as also in the
great globe, the sun. God’s love is not condi-

tional ; it is given independently of merit or

demerit. The love of man is as God’s when it is

spontaneous, sent forth from the heart as by an
indwelling power, embracing enemies as well as

friends.

4. This perfection of love is necessary to, and
is productive of, perfection of life. A man’s life
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is the development of his love. Silently, but surely,
does the spirit of love clothe its possessor with the
beauty of holiness, and robe him in the righteous-
ness of Christ. 

____

II.
THE DIVINE F.-1 THEh’HOOU.

By the yst~. lh Garrett Harder, J1f.A.

The perfection to which we are here urged is a

perfection already existing in the nature of the

heavenly Father. Yet the Church’s conception of
God has often been much lower than the ideal of
life she has held up to men. If an earthly father,
says our Lord, knows how to give good gifts, hoo~
much more our Father who is in heaven; yet we
have been told that the infinitude of the Divine
nature renders such comparisons valueless. To

Christ that infinitude only rendered the love, the
patience, the forgiveness the more encompassing
in their scope and lasting in their endurance. It
is because we are finite that we cannot realise the
endlessness of the Divine seeking for men.

Christ’s representation of God is that He is per-
fect as the Father of men. Theology has always
affirmed the perfection of God ; but an abstract

perfection is of little avail. Perfect as what ?

ILLUSTRATIONS.

HERE is Christ’s idea of Ilis holy religion. This is what
it is to do for us: It is to make us like God. W’hat is our
idea of religion ? Very much, one might almost say every-
thing, depends upon the answer. The prayers we otTer, the
sins we confess, the standard by which we measure our-
selves, the aim and effort of the daily life, all depend upon
our thought of what religion is, and what it is for.&horbar;M. G.
PKAR.SE. 

_____

ONLY love seeks love.

Only love wins love.
Only love satisfies love.&horbar;M. G. PEARSE.

I’1’ is in a small degree that we can share (Gocl’s wisdom ;
in a still smaller degree His power. These attributes of His
nature must always be over and around us, rather than
within us. But of His love it is said, &dquo; God is love, and he
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.&dquo; &dquo; It is
as much ours as our home-nay, as much ours as our heart.
-JOHN hER. 

-

WHEN Dr. Horace Bushnell originated the idea of a

public park in Hartford, Connecticut, there were some who
feared that the appropriation it called for would not be
voted. It was suggested that it would be wiser to ask for
half the amount. He replied, &dquo; No ; sometimes a project
is made practicable by being made difficult.&dquo;&horbar;J. H.
~I~ ~B’ I’rC I1 EI .1,. 

’

&dquo; I 1 tm tt your waggon to a star!&dquo; said Sumner to

Lincoln. -

WE are afraid to take God as our own tender and pitiful
Father. He is a schoolmaster ; or almost further off than

that, and knowing less about us-an inspector, who knows
nothing of us except through our lessons. His eyes are not

on the scholars, but on the book, and all alike must come

up to the standard. -31. G. 1’1--.AltSE.

THE story is told of one of our most gifted poets, that
when a little lad of six he was sent to what was called a

&dquo; charity &dquo; school. Sensitive and timid, frightened at the

master’s look and voice, and at the cane, without which nothing
was done in those days, he could only tremble over his lessons,
and blunder tearfully instead of saying it, going back beaten
and bewildered to try again. Little wonder that he came

to think himself as stupid as the master said he was, and
despaired of ever knowing anything. At last the master’s

patience was exhausted, the scoldings and the canings were
alil;e in vain. Seizing the little fellow angrily, he thrust
him out of the school, and sent him home as too dull to learn

anything. The frightened child hid himself in his mother’s
arms, and sobbed out all his grief. Then she sat beside him

and patiently taught him his letters, and bore with a hundred,
failures, and praised his occasional success, and so led him
on until he was a scholar almost hefore he knew it.-

I :B1. G. 1’EARSK. 
-

Sl ):B1 E uf you, it may be, have been blessed with a parent-
age that seemed almost perfect-wise, firm, patient, loving.
You look back upon it with mingled reverence and affection.
It is one of the chosen objects in the secret oratory of your
heart. Yes, but beautiful as it is, it is only a hint of that
perfect Fatherhood from which all that was worthy in it was
derived.

All fathers learn their craft of Thee ;
All loves are shadows cast

From the beautiful eternal hills

’ Of Thine unbeginning past.
- 

W. G. IIORDRR.

EVERY schoolboy has heard the story of the youthful
prince who enumerated one by one the countries he meant
to conquer year after year, and when the enumeration was

completed, was asked what he meant to do when all those
victories were achieved, and he replied-to sit down, to he
happy, to take his rest. But then came the ready rejoinder-
Why not do so now? But it is not every schoolboy who has
paused to consider the folly of the question. He could not
th~ra take his rest and be happy.-F. ~V. ROBERTSON.

THE visionary who attempts something high and accom-
plishes scarcely anything of it, is often a far nobler man, and
his poor, broken, foiled, resultless life far more perfect than
his who aims at marks on the low level and hits them full.
Such lives as these, full of yearning and inspiration, though
it be for the most part vain, are

&dquo; Like the young moon with a ragged edge
K’en in its imperfection beautiful.&dquo;

A. :B1’L.BRE:>i.
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Gon’s is the only absolute perfection ; man’s is relative,
contained in the high destiny which bids him ever struggle
towards the Infinite which he yet can never reach. There

is no perfection so incomplete as the one which admits of
no increase ; that is the perfection of death, not of life.-
A. M. FAIKBAIRX.

IT is easily conceivable why this perfection is unattain-

able in this life. Faultlessness is conceivable, being merely
the negative of evil. But perfection is positive, the attain-

ment of all conceivable excellence. It is long as eternity-
expansive as God. Perfection is our mark : yet never will
the aim be so true and steady as to strike the golden centre.
1’erfection of character, yet even to the dying hour it will

be but this, &dquo;I count not myself to have apprehended. &dquo;-
F. W. ROBERTSON.

At Best.

THE faithful helm commands the kccl,
From port to port fair breezes blow ;

But the ship must sail the convex sea,
Nor may she straighter go.

So, man to man : in fair accord,
On thought and will, the winds may wait ;

But the world will bcncl the passing word,
Though its shortest course be straight.

From soul to soul the shortest line

At best will bended be :

The ship that holds the straightest course
Still sails the convex sea.

The International Lessons.
. Psalm i.

THE IVAN- OF THE RIGHTEOUS.

i. &dquo; In the counsel of the ungodly (yer. i), or, after the
counsel, the plans, of the godless and un~table. The word

&dquo;ungodly&dquo; is literally restless.
2. &dquo;The law of the Lurc1 (ver. 2). ). Not the law of

’.Bloses cmly. The word was used to include all religious
instruction.

3. &dquo;The judgment&dquo; (ver. 5). Not the final judgment
merely, cvery act of judgment on God’s part, and even the
judgment of men, which in the long run will not be on the
w rong side.

IT is never easy, it is often quite impossible to
explain a song. Songs are written to be sung.
Laboriously to explain their meaning is like break-
ing up your violin to find the source of the music
in it. But the Psalms are the songs of another
race and another time than ours. Perhaps we
may be able to translate them into the speech of
our children without crushing the music out of
them. ,
The first Psalm is quite a children’s hymn. Its

theme is this : The good man is happy, and the
bad man is unhappy. It is the earliest lesson in

religion that children learn. In later life they will
often come to doubt if it is true. And there are
Psalms in this book which wrestle earnestly with
that doubt, especially the 37tii and 73rd. But it
is true, always true, true here, and true hereafter.
The Psalm is divided easily into two parts of

three verses each.
I. The Happiness of the Good Man. The first

two verses tell us how we may know him-verse i
telling us what he is not, and verse 2 what he is.
Then the third verse tells us how his happiness
shows itself.

(1) He is not ungodly, nor a sinner, nor a

scorner. These are three stages in evil. If a man

begins by being careless and godless, he will go on
to worse things, open sin, and at last blasphemous
scoffing.

(2) His delight is in the law of the Lord. He
loves God’s Word, the Bible itself, and the things
that are in the Bible. He loves to read them, to
think over them, and to do them.

(3) Such a man is like a tree that is planted
near a running wa.ter-green, fresh, flourishing.
He brings forth fruit in his season-he does good
when he has opportunity. His leaf does not

wither-you sec that he is happy, and that he
grows happier the longer he lives. And all he
does prospers; for &dquo;all things work together for
good to them that love God.&dquo; &dquo;

II. The Misery of the V’icked Man.
(i) He is like the chaff-empty, unsteady, blown

about by every wind-blown away at last.
(2) He shall not stand in the day of judgment.

Of course he shall not stand in the great judgment
day. But, more than that, he shall not escape the
judgment of men. And in the congregations of
the righteous, wherever good people meet, he is
out of place ; if he ventures in he is detected and
cast out.

(3) The last verse tells us how all this comes
about. It is all God’s doing. We may forget
Him, but He knows us, watches over us, sees that
the good prospers and the bad perishes. It is

just Browning’s-
&dquo; God’s in His heaven,

All’s right with the world.&dquo; 
&dquo;

ILI.US’l~RA’1’10,NS:-Ver. i. Blessed,-this is the first
word of the Book of Psalms, and this is the key-note of all

its songs. IIere, as frontispiece, is set the picture of the


